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Substituting fossil fuel with woody biomass for generating energy in
Europe has become an increasingly important option for reducing
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions because woody biomass is renew-
able and is considered as carbon neutral. As GHG emissions continue
to increase, Japan is required to reduce about 15% of its emissions
in order to fulfill its commitment to the Kyoto treaty. Although var-

Received May 19, 2010; Accepted September 29, 2010




1

352 ooooooooooo

ious domestic measures have been taken to reduce GHG emissions,
it is still difficult for Japan to meet its commitment. The only op-
tion with potential huge reduction left for Japan is the utilization
of woody biomass to replace the heavy-GHG emitting fossil fuel for
energy generation. Unfortunately, this biomass utilization option is
not taken due to generally perception that it is very costly in Japan.
Here, we analyze existing energy policies in Austria and Japan so
that appropriate policies for promoting woody biomass utilization in
Japan could be proposed.

Keywords:  carbon emission reduction, electricity deregulation, fixed electrical
price, woody biomass, wood bioenergy promotion policy
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